
Feudalism & Medieval Society 

1 Feudalism 

   Definition: 
 
The social system that developed in Europe in 
the 8th century; vassals were protected by lords 
who they had to serve in war. 
 
 
 
Use the define feature built into Google and 
type in define: feudalism. 

2 Feudalism 

   Who was who? 
 

    
 

3 Feudal Contract 

   Obligations: Vassals & Lords 
 
Vassals were required to: 
1. Personally serve in the lord’s army. 
2. Provide soldiers for the lord’s army. 
3. Pay taxes. 
4. Be obedient, loyal and faithful. 
 
 
Lords agreed to: 
1. Protect the vassal. 
2. Provide the vassal with a means of making a 

living. 
3. Be faithful in performing the above duties. 

5 Feudalism’s Decline 

   Three Kings One Story: What did each English king do to weaken feudalism? 
 
King William: 
1). Forced all lords to swear loyalty to him alone. 
2). Claimed ownership of all castles in England. 
3). He forbade war between his vassals. 
4). He made royal coinage the only legal money in England. 
 
King Henry II: 
1). Replaced the nobility with a civil service whom he paid a salary and not a fief. 
 
King John: 
1). Signed into law the Magna Carta. 
2). Barons exerted some control over decision-making through a Great Council. 

4 Dual Fealty & Decentralized 

   Definitions: 
 
Dual Fealty: a situation in which a vassal has 
been given different lands by different lords.  
Therefore, the loyalty of the vassal is said to be 
"divided". 
 
Decentralized:  to cause something to change 
from being concentrated at one point to being 
distributed across a number of points; to reduce 
the authority of a governing body by distributing 
that authority among several bodies. 
 
 

See the webpage The Middle Ages: Fealty for 
a definition. 

Who was on top? 
King or liege lord. 
 
Who occupied the middle? 
Barons and Bishops. 
 
Who was on the bottom? 
Serfs. 


