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Night Final Assessment
Objective: to provide students with
opportunities to respond to the various
themes, ideas and events presented in Elie
Wiesel’s novel Night.

Outcome: CR B 30.1
View, listen to, read, comprehend, and
respond to a variety of grade-appropriate
international, including indigenous, texts that
address:
-identity, e.g. sense of self
-social responsibility, e.g. social criticism
-social action, e.g. addressing the issues

This assignment is divided in to three parts: in
part one students tackle the topic of God's
Providence by reading and responding to W. H.
Auden’s poem “Friday’s Child.” In part two, students grapple with existential problems
presented by the It-experiences encountered during the reading of Night; and in part three,
students compose a short essay describing how and why Elie Wiesel’s relationship with his
“earthly” and “heavenly” fathers changed over time.

Submit parts 1 and 2 together and part of the same document. Share it with your teacher
rdelainey@lcbi.sk.ca giving them full editing privileges. Late work is penalized 10%. Part 3 is
submitted as a separate document. Due dates are yet to be determined.
Evaluation: with the exception of part three answers are not evaluated on the basis of writing
mechanics or style. The majority of marks are earned or lost on the basis of the depth of
thoughtfulness demonstrated by students.
Consider the following definition for thoughtfulness in the writing of your answers, i.e.
showing careful consideration or attention; valuing and appreciating the needs of others as
equivalent in meaning or importance to our own.
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Part 1: W. H. Auden’s “Friday’s Child”1

Friday’s Child

(In memory of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, martyred
at Flossenbürg, April 9, 1945)

1). This is a formal assignment (and all that
implies). Read the entire work. What is the
theme (or central idea) of this poem?2
2). What event is the poem’s title alluding to?3

1 He told us we were free to choose
2 But, children as we were, we thought--3 "Paternal Love will only use
4 Force in the last resort

3). Why would Auden use this title when the
poem is dedicated to Dietrich Bonhoeffer?

5 On those too bumptious to repent."
6 Accustomed to religious dread,
7 It never crossed our minds He meant
8 Exactly what He said.

5). Re-read lines 1-16. Theologians and
philosophers have assumed Providence meant
an intelligent force (God) worked behind the
scenes influencing history; however, Auden
appears to have a different understanding of
Providence.

9 Perhaps He frowns, perhaps He grieves,
10 But it seems idle to discuss
11 If anger or compassion leaves
12 The bigger bangs to us.
13 What reverence is rightly paid
14 To a Divinity so odd
15 He lets the Adam whom He made
16 Perform the Acts of God?

4). Whose “Paternal Love” is Auden referring
to on line three?

In a paragraph, articulate and describe
Auden’s understanding of Providence based
on these 16 lines. Cite these lines using
Chicago citation style.

17 It might be jolly if we felt
18 Awe at this Universal Man
1

If you want to listen to Auden himself read the poem click the appropriate link on the Night website.
Themes are presented in the form of complete sentences. Do not give me an answer like "the theme of the poem is
love". Love is a category, not a theme. Use the method for developing an efficient statement (paragraph) of theme
you were taught during the first semester (and for some of you I've been showing you how to do this since grade
ten). If you forgot how to navigate the process, or you no longer have the document showing you how to do this, you
can download the theme powerpoint on the Night website at the bottom of the page.
3
An allusion is an expression designed to call something to mind without mentioning it explicitly. For example if I
were upset with my youngest son, for whatever reason, and then suddenly held my hand aloft and snapped my
fingers I would be alluding to Marvel's Thanos and the Infinity Gauntlet.
2
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19 (When kings were local, people knelt);
20 Some try to, but who can?
21 The self-observed observing Mind
22 We meet when we observe at all
23 Is not alarming or unkind
24 But utterly banal.
25 Though instruments at Its command
26 Make wish and counter wish come true,
27 It clearly cannot understand
28 What It can clearly do.
29 Since the analogies are rot
30 Our senses based belief upon,
31 We have no means of learning what
32 Is really going on,
33 And must put up with having learned
34 All proofs or disproofs that we tender
35 Of His existence are returned
36 Unopened to the sender.

6). Re-read 31-36. Based on these lines, what
is Auden saying about our ability to truly and
accurately know the will of God? Do you agree
or disagree with him? Explain.

37 Now, did He really break the seal
38 And rise again? We dare not say;
39 But conscious unbelievers feel
40 Quite sure of Judgment Day.
41 Meanwhile, a silence on the cross,
42 As dead as we shall ever be,
43 Speaks of some total gain or loss,
44 And you and I are free
45 To guess from the insulted face
46 Just what Appearances He saves
47 By suffering in a public place
48 A death reserved for slaves.

8). Given Elie Wiesel’s experience in the

camps, and other such examples of God’s
apparent indifference to human suffering, do
you think Auden is justified in believing
Christ’s “intervention” is more an article of
faith than it is a matter of fact? Explain.
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Part 2: The “It” Experiences
This is an informal piece of writing. Select three of the It-experiences cataloged during the
reading of Night. Read and follow the instructions exactly as they are presented below:
i). Identify. Present the entire quote of the event and/or conversation from the book using
Chicago citation style. If necessary shorten the quote to avoid including irrelevant or extraneous
information, e.g. “There was still some food left. But we never ate enough…to save for
tomorrow. Tomorrow could be worse yet… The train stopped in Kaschau, a small town on the
Czechoslovakian border…”4
ii). Share. In the form of a single sentence, share how this It-experience made you feel and why
it made you feel this way.
iii). Empathize. You are literally Elie Wiesel reflecting upon and writing about these events 20
years after the fact. In a paragraph, communicate to the reader how these events personally
affected and continue to affect you (again from Wiesel's point of view). Compose your answer
in the first person, e.g. I, we, me, etc. Take this opportunity to convey to the reader the depth
of your feeling of loss, outrage, sadness, hope, love, and so on.

Exemplar for Part II
Format your answers to Part II according to the exemplar immediately below. Large blocks of
text should be formatted exactly as they appear in the book.
i). Identify.
But the third rope was still moving: the child, too light, was still breathing…And so he remained
for more than half an hour, lingering between life and death, writhing before our eyes. And we
were forced to look at him at close range. He was still alive when I passed him. His tongue was
still red, his eyes not yet extinguished.
Behind me, I heard the same man asking:
“For God’s sake, where is God?”
And from within me, I heard a voice answer:
“Where He is? This is where—hanging here from this gallows…”
That night, the soup tasted of corpses.5
ii). Share.
This block of text, more than any other I have ever read, demonstrates the real problem of
reconciling the co-existence of an all loving God and the existence of evil.
iii). Empathize.
The memory of this day has never left me. Years later the image of the little boy—a little
4
5

Wiesel, Night, p.23.
Ibid, p.65.
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angel—dangling on the end of a rope tongue agape remains etched in my mind haunting me.
I’m not sure who I hated more in that moment—the Germans for doing it or God for letting it
happen. I no longer blame God for it. Well, maybe I do blame Him; it is complicated. I still don’t
understand why He abandoned us to those evil days. In Auschwitz the Germans took my faith;
it was an act of defiance on my part to believe again in God in the post-war years. I have also
decided to forgive the Germans because if I hold on to my hate I’ll never leave the camp.

Part 3: Compare & Contrast
Elie Wiesel’s relationship with his father Shlomo was simple yet complicated. For instance, at
the start of the book Elie undeniably loves and respects his dad. For his part Shlomo looked
after and kept his boy alive as they moved from place to place as prisoners of the Nazis;
however, by the end of the book—while in Auschwitz in particular—Elie was actually relieved
once his father was gone. Likewise the relationship Elie had with God was simple but
complicated: before Auschwitz Elie was an eager student of the Torah, he wanted to practice
Kabbalah.6 Yet, as events unfold Elie not only begins doubting to in God’s Providence but he
outright pronounces the death of God on the gallows. 7 In both cases, Elie’s relationship with his
two fathers changed over time.
In the form of a literary essay, describe and explain how (and why) Elie’s relationship with
both his “earthly” and “heavenly” fathers changed over time.
Essay Criteria







6
7

Use the quotations referenced in the It-catalogue assignment to assist you in completing
the essay
Do not write using passive voice and avoid the use of word fillers
Do not use the adverb very even once
Your essay must be free of grammatical, logical, chronological and spelling errors
Your essay must be a minimum of 500 words long (and no longer than 1200)
You must use a minimum of four direct quotations in your essay. Reference these
quotes using Chicago citation style.
o Two examples on how to format in-text references are presented on page 7, e.g.
covering two situations where the writer is incorporating a quotation 29 words
or shorter AND by contrast a quotation 30 words (and longer).
o In Chicago style, footnotes are used to reference pieces of text. Text is used as
evidence supporting a position, argument or stance taken by the writer.
o Use superscripted numbers to cite the page (or pages) you are referencing. The
superscripted numbers are placed right after the period ending the sentence it is
modifying. If you use a word processor like Google Docs, footnotes automatically
appear in sequential order, e.g. 1, 2, 3.

Ibid,. p.8.
Ibid,. p.65.
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Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page they are referred to. You’ll notice in the
example below that the first reference looks different than the second and the second
looks different than the third, fourth, and so on. If you are referencing a single work,
there is no need to include the all of the novel’s identifying information each time you
cite.



The essay must incorporate a title page and bibliography formatted according to
Chicago citation style.

In-Text Quotation 29 Words or Shorter
When Elie Wiesel writes “[w]e mustn’t give up hope, even now as the sword hangs over our
heads. So taught our sages…” he is alluding to the fact the Jews survived past persecutions by
simply waiting it out.8 Strategic patience, when it came to the Nazis, was not a wise course to
follow. No one could have known the murderous intentions of the Germans. There simply was
not historical precedent for it.
Note: your quote must be introduced using some form of appropriate segue, e.g. When Elie
Wiesel writes. Depending upon the type of segue you use you must ensure the first word of the
in-text quotation starts with a lower case letter, e.g. use the [s]quare brackets to force a word
otherwise capitalized into lower case. Please note though that if the first word of your in-text
citation is a proper noun you must keep the capital letter. When you close the quotation, as in
the example above, use a three period ellipses. Place the number of the footnote immediately
after the period ending the corresponding sentence.
In-Text Quotations 30 Words or Longer
Some people explain God’s indifference to suffering by saying it is a mystery. In Night some
people say they will never forget the things they saw. Some people even condemned God
Himself for apparently sitting passively while His people suffered needlessly at the hands of the
Nazis. Wiesel alluded to this when he said:
Oh God, Master of the Universe, in your infinite compassion have mercy on us.
But where have you gone? Your people need you but you appear so distant.
Stand with us against the oppressor. Save us from this evil place, this terrible
moment.9

8
9

Ibid., p.31.
Ibid., p.20.
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Wiesel obviously struggled maintaining his faith in Auschwitz; however, those struggles
reflected less a loss of faith and more just simple anger at an awful situation.
Note: the reference is introduced through the use of a segue, e.g. Wiesel alluded to this when
he said. Also, a paragraph break is placed after the segue and following the quote itself. Insert a
five space indent on both the left and right hand margins. Do not forget to include the footnote
at the end of the quote.

