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ASSIGNMENT: Solomon: King of Israel
Two women stood before Solomon, king of
Israel, begging him to settle a bitter quarrel. We
share a house, explained the first woman.
Recently, we both gave birth to sons. Her son
died during then night, she went on, but she
switched her dead child with my live son and
claimed it was hers! That's not true, interrupted
the second woman. My child is alive—yours is
dead!
Solomon, famous for his wisdom, listened to the
women argue. Then he turned to a servant and ordered him to bring a sword. Cut the live child in half, he
commanded the servant, and give half to each woman. The second woman agreed to Solomon's solution. No,
cried the first one. Do not hurt the child. Let her have him instead. The king stared at the women, then gave his
judgement. Do not touch this child, he said. The first woman was moved by a mother's love, and the child is
hers. Whey the people of Israel heard the story, they praised the wisdom of Solomon.
Most of what we know about Solomon comes from Old Testament accounts such as this one. The Old Testament
shows Solomon as a builder and a man of peace. But he was also a ruler who saw the need for military strength.
He spent huge sums on horse drawn chariots—high technology weapons at the time. He fortified Israel's frontier
cities, sent squats of charioteers to guard them, and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.
Solomon's greatest work was not a fortress, but a temple dedicated to the one God of the Hebrews. The outside
of the temple was pure gold. The First Temple of the Hebrews was so famous that 1,500 years later, when the
Christian emperor Justinian completed his huge cathedral of Santa Sophia, he exclaimed, "Oh, Solomon, at last I
have out done you!"
During Solomon's reign, art and learning flourished. The king himself led the way. Besides writing 3,000
proverbs, he was an expert on botany and zoology. The mosaic of Solomon below is from the twelfth century CE.
Despite his wisdom, Solomon created resentment among his people. He not only raised taxes to build his many
projects but also forced his subjects to "donate" their labor to get the work done. Solomon's heirs paid the price
for his ambitions.
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Assignment Purpose: gain an appreciation for how the policies of one ruler has implications for the rulers who
follow.
Procedure
1). Create a Google Doc. Name it Unit_3_Solomon. Share the document with your teacher giving them full
editing privileges (rdelainey@lcbi.sk.ca). Create written answers for each of the questions below. Ensure
answers are sufficiently detailed (do not try to pass off any single word answers and always write using
complete sentences). Ensure you use the headings and question numbers to organize your answers.
Responding to the Reading
1. Validating the Veracity of a Claim
a). Why was Solomon so certain the first woman was the true mother of the child?
2. Placing Arguments in Context
The Old Testament (called the Tanakh by Jews) documents the history of the people of Israel. However, there
are stories in the Tanakh which appear to have a mythological quality to them. For example the story of Noah's
Flood seems hard to just accept at face value: how could you get so many different types of animals on a single
ship and feed them for so long? Also, the Flood story ends with a dramatic gesture where God puts down his
weapon (a rain bow) and agrees never to destroy life again. The story seems to explain the origin of a natural
phenomenon, e.g. rainbows. Tower of Babel narrative in Genesis is clearly an origin myth meant to explain why
the world's peoples speak different languages; and this was the point of the majority of ancient storytelling: to
communicate some sort of philosophical truth and meaning to readers and listeners. Scientific history, or the
idea of simply retelling events as they occurred, did not start to be written until the 5th century BCE through the
work of the Greek historian, Herodotus. Solomon lived a full four centuries before Herodotus. With this in mind,
answer the following questions:
a). King Solomon certainly existed. Archaeological evidence like the remnants of the Temple in Jerusalem he
built in dedication to God confirms this existence. Nonetheless, should the Old Testament be considered a
reliable source of history? Why or why not?
b). Why were the ancients more concerned with writing meaning-filled stories as opposed to scientific history?
3. Critical Thinking
Solomon is famous not only for his wisdom but also his many building projects, e.g. the Temple, fortifying
frontier cities, investing in military technology.
a). How did Solomon's policies both strengthen and weaken Israel?

