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ASSIGNMENT: Motifs & Perspectives
Many cultures in the ancient world share a series of related stories in common. The Indians, Greeks, Sumerians,
Egyptians, Hebrews, Romans, and Babylonians all share a flood narrative, a virgin birth story, and something
called the "Child Cast Adrift" motif in common. The stories differ in some of the details; however, all of the
stories share the same fundamental form: a child is born and someone in authority considers the baby a threat;
for some reason the parents are forced to abandon their child in the wilderness or on some sort of body of
water to escape; as luck or fate or fortune would have it the child is discovered by someone or something which
saves it from certain death; the baby grows up to become a man and plays some sort of significant role in
society. More often than not they become great leaders saving or inspiring their people.
The Sumerians
A text created by the Assyrians, describes how Sargon
of Akkad was the illegitimate son of a temple priestess.
Due to her holy role in the temple she was not allowed
to have children. Thus, she concealed her pregnancy
from everyone. After giving birth in secret, she placed
the unnamed child into a basket casting him adrift on
the Euphrates River. A man discovered the child down
river and raised the boy as his own. The boy was
named Sargon and eventually grew up to become a
king (conquering all of Mesopotamia).
The Hebrews
The Old Testament describes how the Hebrews living in Egypt were forced into slavery. The Egyptians feared the
Hebrews whose population outnumbered their own. Thus, the Egyptian authorities decide to kill all the first
born children of the Hebrew slaves. Jochebed, mother of a new born Moses, places her son in a basket sending
him down river to avoid being killed. As fate would have it, the Pharoah's daughter discovers the child, adopts it,
and raises it as her own. Moses grew up to become an important Egyptian leader. However, he eventually
discovers he is Hebrew. Then with the assistance of the God of Israel he leads the Hebrews out of bondage in
Egypt to seek the Promised Land.
The Romans
The Romans had a similar story of the origin of their founder, Romulus. According to legend, the king of Alba
Longa was killed by his brother who seized the throne for himself. The new king killed all of his nephews but
spared his niece. She was forced to become a Vestal Virgin (so she couldn't have any children who might
challenge his authority). The gods had other plans: the daughter immaculately conceived twin sons named
Romulus and Remus. The niece was buried alive for breaking her vows even though she claimed she'd been
impregnated through divine intervention. The twins were cast adrift on the River Tiber and left to certain death.
However, Tibernus (the god of the river) had mercy and came to the aid of the twins. The river god calmed the
waters and the basket became entangled in tree roots growing at the river's edge. A she-wolf came across the
boys and suckled them while a woodpecker gave them food. They were discovered by a shepherd who raised
the twins with his wife. And, wouldn't you know it, the twins grew up and became the founding fathers of Rome.
Assignment Purpose: to practice the skill of comparing and contrasting different primary sources (specifically
flood narratives from four different cultures).
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Procedure
1). Create a Google Doc. Name it Unit_3_Motifs_and_Perspectives. Share the document with your teacher giving
them full editing privileges (rdelainey@lcbi.sk.ca). Create written answers for each of the questions below.
Ensure answers are sufficiently detailed (do not try to pass off any single word answers and always write using
complete sentences). Ensure you use the headings and question numbers to organize your answers.
The tale of a devastating flood appears among the legends of ancient peoples throughout the world. In some
versions, the story of the flood serves to explain how the world came to be. In others, the flood is heaven's
punishment for evil deeds committed by humans.
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Analyzing the Sources
1. Based on Source A, what promise does God make to humankind?
2. What are some of the differences among the gods in Sources A, B, and C?
3. What are some of the similarities among the flood stories in Sources A, B, and C?
4. In Source D, what is the dove bringing to Noah and what might this gesture signify?
5. Which of the four sources is more reliable and trustworthy? Or are they all equally problematic and/or
trustworthy? Explain.
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