Social Studies 90: Unit 5: Ancient Rome

Unit 5: Chapter End Questions & Exam Outline
The unit end exam is made up of three parts: part one presents students with a series of objective
questions (multiple choice, true/false, ordering, matching, map work) and part two consists of various
written questions and tasks (these are used to create written questions on tests). Part three requires
students complete some map work related work.
Part One: The Glossary
Write down definitions for all the terms listed in the table below. Students are tested on these terms in
part 1 of the unit end exam. Mastering these terms is achieved by making use of the review activities on
the course website at www.vcanada2.com. You can use Google Docs to store the definitions for your
glossary terms and the answers to your section end questions (see part 2).
Terms
Section 3

Section 1

Section 2

Republic (p.156)

Civil War (p.161)

Jesus (p.168)

Inflation (p. 173)

Section 4

Patricians (p.156)

Julius Caesar (p.161)

Apostle (p.168)

Plebians (p.156)
Tribunes (p.156)

Triumvirate (p.161)
Augustus (p.162)

Paul (p.169)
Constantine (p.171)

Rule of Law (Google)
Consuls (p.157)
Senate (p.157)
Dictator (p.157)
Legions (p.157)
Punic Wars (p.158)
Hannibal (p.158)
Scipio Africanus
(p.159)

Pax Romana (p.162)

Bishop (p.171)
Peter (p.171)
Pope (p.171)

Mercenaries
(p.173)
Diocletian (p.174)
Constantinople
(p.175)
Atilla (p.176)

Section 5
Greco-Roman
Culture (p.178)
Virgil (p.178)
Tacitus (p.181)

Part Two: Written Questions & Tasks
Be prepared to answer questions related to the following questions. Also, there isn’t near enough room
to answer these questions by just writing underneath them. Put in the work required to compose a
meaningful and detailed answer.
Section 1: The Roman Republic
1.1. According to legend, the city of Rome was founded in 753 BCE by Romulus and Remus, twin sons of
the god Mars and a Latin princess. The princess’s father, King Amulius, viewed the boys as a threat to his
power and he ordered them killed. The mother saved them by placing them in a basket and sending
them down the River Tiber where a she-wolf found them and raised them as her own. This clearly never
happened; however, this doesn’t mean the story is unimportant. In fact the story is something
philologists call an “exposed infant motif”. Virtually every ancient culture has a story like this. Use the
Internet and find a minimum of two other examples of the “exposed infant motif” being used (Google).
1.2. According to Livy Rome’s geographical location had three advantages. What were these advantages
(p.155)?
1.3. The earliest settlers on the Italian peninsula arrived in prehistoric times. They started arriving
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around 1000 to 500 BCE. Who were the first three groups to settle Italy (p.155-156)?
1.4. Why was the creation of the tribunes an important step on the path towards greater democracy for
Rome (critical thinking and p.156)?
1.5. What problem did the creation of the Twelve Tables ultimately solve (critical thinking and p.156)?
1.6. Roman writers boasted Rome had achieved a “balanced” government by combining the best
features of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy into a single system. What features did Rome’s
Republic have that were monarchic, aristocratic and democratic (p.157)?
1.7. Rome had different laws and treatment for different parts of its conquered territory in Italy. What
were the three categories of conquered peoples and what rights did each enjoy (p.158)?
Section 2: The Roman Empire
2.1. When soldiers ended their service in the Roman army they typically were given some land and
became farmers. These small farmers found it difficult to compete with the large estates/farms run by
the labor of enslaved people. Why (critical thinking and p.160)?
2.2. Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus were elected as tribunes to represent the plebeians in the assembly.
The Gracchus brothers were champions of the people and wanted to initiate a series of reforms like
limiting the size of estates of the wealthy and redistributing land to the poor. The brothers were both
assassinated for their efforts. Who do you think wanted to remove the brothers and why (critical
thinking and p.160)?
2.3. In your opinion, which development was most dangerous to the future stability of Roman
democracy: was it the growing personal ambition of Rome’s generals or citizen-soldiers becoming
personally loyal to these generals and no longer owing their loyalty to Rome itself (critical thinking and
p.161)?
2.4. Who were the members of the First Triumvirate (p.161)?
2.5. Conduct a quick Google search for a Roman named Lucius Junius Brutus. Why is this Roman
significant to Roman history (critical thinking and p.162)?
2.6. Who were the members of the Second Triumvirate (p.162)?
2.7. The civil wars that destroyed Rome’s republic were in large part caused by the economic problem of
soldier farmers not having a means of making a living, e.g. wealthy landowners owned all the land and
hired “free slaves” instead of “paid workers”. What economic problem did Augustus potentially solve by
creating a civil service (p.162)?
2.8. Why was agriculture and trade so most important to the Roman Empire’s survival (p.163)?
2.9. A Roman person who possessed these three qualities was said to have the important virtue
gravitas. What are these three values (p.163)?
2.10. Why was slavery both a benefit and a detriment for the Roman Empire (critical thinking and
p.164)?
Section 3: The Rise of Christianity
3.1. Describe the historical context that existed in Judea at the time of Jesus’ birth (p.166).
3.2. Why did Jesus’ growing popularity concern both Roman and Jewish authorities (p.169)?
3.3. In what ways did the Pax Romana provide ideal conditions for the spread of Christian ideas (p.170)?
3.4. Many historians make the argument that Paul was the creator of Christianity, not Jesus. Can you
find any information on page 170 that would support this view?
3.5. Why were the citizens of the Roman Empire so drawn to Christianity (p.170)?
3.6. Which emperor made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire (p.171)?
3.7. In what year was the New Testament placed into its current form with 27 books (Google)?
3.8. Why was the Nicene Creed developed (critical thinking and p.172)?
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Section 4: The Fall of the Roman Empire
4.1. What personal failures did the majority of emperors after Marcus Aurelius possess contributing
directly to a weakening of the Roman Empire (p.173)?
4.2. By the Third Century CE, the Roman military was in disarray. Roman soldiers were less disciplined
and loyal. Their allegiance wasn’t to Rome but to individual commanders who fought for control of the
throne. In what sense was the army’s problem a reflection of Rome’s problems overall (critical thinking
and p.173)?
4.3. Emperors like Diocletian, Marcus Aurelius, Constantine, and Augustus all ushered in reforms but the
Roman Empire went into decline anyways. Is it inevitable that all empires eventually go into decline
(critical thinking)? Explain.
4.4. The Roman Empire went into decline for a number of reasons. Take a look at the chart at the
bottom of page 174. Select the most important cause of Rome’s decline from under each of the
headings, e.g. political, social, economic and military.
4.5. What forced Germans from the north all the way south into the Roman Empire (p.175)?
4.6. The Western Empire collapsed completely in 476 CE. The eastern half of the empire continued to
flourish for another 1500 years. What name did the eastern Roman Empire become known by (p.176)?
Section 5: Rome and the Roots of Western Civilization
5.1. Greek art focused on beauty, not realism. Roman art and literature came to convey the Roman
ideals of strength, permanence and solidity. Why do difference cultures develop such different values
and beliefs around art (critical thinking)?
5.2. Why do you think the Greek stoic philosopher Zeno appealed to Romans more than the scienceminded Aristotle (critical thinking and p.179)?
5.3. What influence did Latin have on later languages (p.181)?
5.4. Rome’s most lasting and widespread contribution was its legal system. Early Roman law dealt
mostly with strengthening the rights of Roman citizens. As the empire grew, however, the Romans came
to believe that laws should be fair and apply equally to all people (rich and poor). Slowly, judges began
to recognize certain standards of justice. These standards were influenced largely by the teachings of
Stoic philosophers and based on common sense and practical ideas. What were the five most important
principles of Roman law (p.183)?
5.4. Describe how the world might be different if Rome had not existed (critical thinking and pages 182
and 83).
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Part Three: The Roman Empire, 117 CE
Use the color map on this handout to fill in the blank outline map to prepare for the map component for
the test.
Regions
Africa
Gaul
Spain
Macedonia
Asia Minor
Egypt
Arabia
Asia

Water
Atlantic Ocean
Mediterranean Sea
Rhine River
Danube River
Nile River

Mountains
Pyrenees
Alps

Cities
Rome
Carthage
Athens
Alexandria
Thebes
Byzantium
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